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IN THE CLAIMS 



1 . (ONCE AMENDED) A secure on-line printing method, comprising 
[the steps of]: 

establishing a communication link betwe^fi a first computer and a second 
computer; 

executing a [print] client software on sa/id first computer !":], wherein said 
client [print] software [initiating] initiates a continuous communication link 
between said first computer and said secona computer [using a dynamic 
password]; / 

[verifying said dynamic pass wora for] termina tingle 
software when said communication liiyk is not continuous; J 

[said print software] sending at request [for a prf 
said client software to said second computer; and 

[said second computer] sending [a permission and] /^akfe-bearing 
information from said second comp uter to said first i 
request, while said communication link is continuous^ 



/au 



printing] client 
iprization] from 



conmuter in response to said 



2. (ONCE AMENDED) The method of claim 1 wherein said 
[permission and ] value-bearing information [are] is used for printing an imas;e 
[while said communication link i? continuous]. 

3. (ON'CIZ A/MIIXDED . The method of claim 2 wherein [said step of 
said print software sending a request includes encrypting] said request comprises 
encrypted data . 
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4. (ONCE AMENDED) The mejAxod gt^iif^S wherein said [step of 
second computer sendiing a permission afrid infrfnfri^tfbn includes encrypting said 
permission] yfrluq-bearing j^m jpfcrmfrtiont^prises encrypted data. 



5. (PLEASE CANCEL) 



6. (ONCE AMENDED) The methodof claim [5] 3 wherein said vahig; 
bearing information comprises an image of aJpdstal [indicia] indicium . 

7. (ONCE AMENDED) ^he m&mod of claim 6 wherein said request 
[for said print authorization incl^e^l^mpfises a postage amount. 



8. (PLEASE CANCEL) 



9. (PLEASE CANCEL) 




10. (ONCE AMENDED) 
^ of said printing software] sending 

response to a command from 



of claim (91 1 wherein said (step 
\e$t [for a print authorization] is in 



11. (PLEASE CANCEL) 



12. (ONCE AMENDED* The methocLoi* claim [U]T wherein said 



second computer comprises a datajbase « 



tainina user information. 



13. (ONCE AMENDED) The jaflhod of claim 12 wherein said user 
information comprises financial infprnwion associated with said [of a] user. 
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14 (ONCE AMENDED) The 
second computer] sending [a permissi 
[response! to said second computer 



/ 



n i 



of claim 13 wherein said [step of 
STd ffrst computer inj 3 reflux 
Tiiprises [request further comprises 



the steps of: said second computer] accessing said user information to verify [a J 
fund availability to cover said postage amount. 



15. (PLEASE CANCEL) 



16. (PLEASE CANCEL) 



17. (PLEASE CANCEL) 



18. (ONCE AMENDED) The method Vf claim [17] JJ wherein said (step 
of printing an indicia) value-bearing .in forma Hon comprises [the step of:] 
disabling [a] the print spooler of [said] a printer connected to said first compute r. 



19. (ONCE AMENDED) The/method at 
[the step of] said [print] client software sendi 
when said communication link disconnects 



cl^im 18 further comprising 

tmmand to said printer 



20. (ONCE AMENDED) The mfethfc* )r claim [?] i wherein said vali; .- 
bear ing_ i n f or ma tip n compri.^ [an imagtKof aj ticker bformajiiir]. 



21. (ONCE AMENDED) The method of claim 20 wherein said request 
[for said print authorization includes] comprises a ticket price. 



22. (PL 



EASE 



CANCEL) 
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23. (ONCE AMENDED) Tne method of claim [22] 1 wherein said [step 
of] second computer [sending] sends a/ermission to said first computer in 
response to said request, [further coXises th* steps of:] said second computer 
accessing a user- s financial informajjon t^v/riff funds availability, [to cover said 
ticket price.] 



24. (ONCE AMENDE©) The j 
bearin g information comprise ten imat 




laim [5] 1 wherein said y^lue- 
eck information. 



25. (ONCE AMENDED) The method of claim 24 wherein said request 
[for said print aumorizaHor/includesl comprises a check amount. 



26. (PLEASE CANCEL) 



27. (ONCE AMENDED) The Whod of claim [26] 1 further romp ru.w 
(wherein said step of second computer siding a pension to s 3l d first 
computer in response to said request farther com/Jes the steps of): 

[said second computer] accessi/g a user'sl^aTi^ to verify 

funds availability to cover said [che/k wounJJfaue-h^J* hhnn,^. 

sending a permission to sai/ rirs: comc/it/r. 



.4 



28. (ONCE AMENDED, the mechWjjKfoim |5| 1 wherein said vcUiie : 
hexing information comprise/ [image ofarcoupon information 



29. (ONCE AMENDED) The method of claim 28 wherein said request 
[for said print nurhorizatio^l includes! comprises a coupon amount. 
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30. (PLEASE^CANCEL) 



31. (ONCE AMENDED) Ttfef method of claim 1 wherein said 
information comprises [image of aj certificate information . 




32. (ONCE AMENDED) Ajsecure on-line postage metering method 
comprising [the steps of]: 

[a user computer] establish^ a communication link between a user 
computer and [with] a vendor computer; 

providing a printer connected to said user computer; 

executing an on-line postage metering software on said user computer[;j 
wherein said on-line postage metering sof twa/e/[ initiating an asynchronous 




ink between said first 
itlious Lustfrg a dynamic password], 
^asynchronous header for] 
software when said 



header for ensuring] determines ft f said eorrvn 
computer and said second computer is conty 

[verifying said dynamic password 

terminating said on-line postage rne] 
communication link is not continuous; 

said on-line postage metering software sending a request for a print 
authorization (for a postage /amount] to said vendor computer; 

said vendor computer accessing a database to verity [a] fund nvailabilitv 
to cover said request [said footage /uiuv^.tj, 

said vendor computer *or.dif.c h permiwio. and images information! 
data elements for a postage indicium to said first computer [in] asa response to 
said request; 

said on-line postage metering software sending a postage indicium 



graphic associated wj 



tlAsaid data elements [said image information] to said 



printer (while said con imunication link is continuous]. 
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33. (ONCE AMENDED) The^nethoW of claim 32 wherein [said step of] 
said online postage metering softw^/e sef^ingya/e^uest [includes] comprises 
encrypting said request. 

34. (ONCE AMENDED) The tU^qA of claim [33] 32 wherein said- [step 
of said] vendor computer sending [afp^tnission and image information] said 
response further comprised encryp ting- said response fincludes encrypting said 
permission]. 




35. (PLEASE CANCEL) 




36. (ONCE AMENDED) mptly^of claim [35] 32 further [including] 
comprising (the step of]: 

said on-line postage metering software/disabling a print spooler of said 

printer. 



37. (PLEASE CANCEL) 



38, (PLEASE CANCEL) 



39. (ONCE AMENDED) T\p rilejrK&d ':>i claim 13S] 3_: v/herein [said step 
of] said on-line postage metering ^i^/jf^^^iuv^ [a] surf request for [,\] s£c 
print authorization is in ryspon^tcT/ com nnW from c\ user 



40- (PLEASE CANCEL) 
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41. (ONCE AMENDED) The method of izOaim [40] 32 further 
comprising [the step of] said on-line postage metering software sending a print 
cancel command to said printer [when] if said/communication link is interrupted. 



42. (ONCE AMENDED) A secure on-line postage management 

method comprising (the steps of]: 

establishing a secure continuous [and secur£] p6mmunication link 

between a client system and a server system- 
said client system processing a user req^stfefTgenerating] obtaining an 

[indiciaj indicium: 

said client system securely communicating said user request to said seiner 
system; 

said server system processing said user request- 
said server system securely communicating to said client system a 

response to said user yequest; 

said client system processing said response to [generate an indicia] ijbhun 

said indicium ; 

said client/system obtaining said ind icium [generating an indicia while 
communication/between said server system and said client system remains 
secure and continuous.] 
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43. (ONCE AMENDED) The method of claim 42 wherein said (step of] 
client system [and server system] securely communicating with [one another] 
said server system comprises [the steps of]: 

[registering] authenticating a user by establishing a secured 
communication link between said client system and said server system and 
verifying the authenticity of information/exchanged; 

continuously monitoring said [established] secured communication link 
[by verifying the] to verify said authenticity of [the] information exchanged. 



44. (ONCE AMENDED) The methoc^of claim^S^herein said [step of 
registering] authenticating a user comprises /the &t£ps \ojj\: 

said client system [selecting] obtaining a ^passy/ord; 

securely sending said password to said/^rver system; 

said client system issuing^a chaJUterejew said server system; 

said server system modifying said challenge cryptographically; 

said client system verifying said modified challenge for proper 
authentication of the comm/nication. 



45. (ONCE AMENDED) The method of claim 44 wherein said [step of 
securely] sending said a/ssu-ord comprises [the steps ot] sending said passw 
to said server using triple Data Encryption Standard <DF.5) of the SSL Interne? 
protocol, therebv establishing an SSL iripie Dr.? ;:omnuinication session bcr-v/en 
said client svstem ajd said server svstem. 



46. (ONCE AMENDED) The method of claim 45 wherein [said step of] 
said client system issuing a challenge comprises [the step of] issuing a 64 bit 
random number to said server svstem. 
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47. (ONCE AMENDED) The method/of claim 46 wherein [said step of] 
said server modifying said challenge comprises [the step of] said server system 
digitally signing said challenge using a cryptographic [device] mtttMe and a 
private key associated with said server system, 

48. (ONCE AMENDED) The method of claim 47 wherein [said step of] 
said client system verifying said modified challenge comprises [the step of] using 
a public key corresponding to said private key associated with said server 



V>\ V s " system to verify said digital signature of said ch^^t 



49. (ONCE AMENDED) ^The method 



wherein said [step of] 
continuously monitoring said communication lihk^fnprises [the steps of]: 
said server system retrieving a passwoj^associated with said client 

system; / 

generating a message authenticat&n code using said password associated 

with said client system; / 

sending said message authentication code and a challenge to said client 
system; / 

said client system verifying said authentication code using said challenge 
and said password associa(ed with snid client system. 



50. (ONCE AMENDED) The method or claim 49 wherein said [step of j 
retrieving [a] said password further comprises: 
retrieving said password from a database; 



decrypting sai<|l password if jit] ^aid passu-ord is encrypted. 
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51. (UNCHANGED) The method eff claim 50 wherein said message 
authentication code is generated using a password associated with said client 
system. 



51 (ONCE AMENDED) The 
continuous [and secure] communicati 
system is established through a fire 




of claim 42 wherein said secu re 
etween client system and server 



53. (UNCHANGED) The method of claim 42 wherein said continuous 
and secure communication between client system and server system is 
established via the Internet secure sock/ts layer (SSL) protocol. 

54^ (ONCE AMENDED) The melkod Ltf? claim 42 wherein [the step of] 
said server system processing said user requj^rfakes place in a public network 
and a private network included wjthirysaid servy system. 



55. (UNCHANGED) The mefthod / of claim 54 wherein said public 
network processes user requests independently from said private network to 
protect the integrity of said server system. 

56. (UNCHANGED) Themierhod of claim 42 wherein communication 
between client system and server Jv>tc:rn is t'r.crvpted. 



57. (ONCE A.VIENDEDJ/The methoAof doim [561 £ wherein 
communication between client sj^tem aru^^ewsystem is encrypted by a 
United States Postal Service compliant crv^tog^phic device. 
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«. (OMCE AMENDED) The metpod of claim 42 further comprising the 

* if said sec™ a„ d co„«„ uous c/ mmuIlica(ion ^ ^ 
server system is discontinued. 



59. (ONCE AMENDED) The metho 
network processes user requests /to 



60. (ONCE AMENDED) The jj 
Said private network Tprocessi/gJ ^ 
payments further comprises /he s 




54 wherein said private 



claim 59 wherein [the step of] 
user [request] rgquegis for making 



communicating with a financial 
ma„agen«n tS) . ternforv y ficalionofavaUabi| . 9o(todsMdfm(i(r ^ fe ^ 



61. 



(ONCE AMENDED) The method of claim 42 further comprising 
[the step of) said server iystem commun.cating with the United States Postai 
Servtce Central Meter^censmg System (USPS CMLS) for processing of US er 

licensing information/ 



* (QNofc AMENDED, The method of c.aim 61 further comprising 
[the step of] registering a 



user. 
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63. (ONCE AMENDED) An on-line postage system for processing of 
user requests and [generating] obtaining postage indicia comprising: 

a client system for interfacing with a user[,] ; 

a server system in continuous and secure communication with said cJient 
system, comprising: j 

a communication server for communicating with client system; 

a database server for storin/ user information;- 

a transaction server for processing of reques^ommunicated to 
said server system by said client system; 

a firewall for ensuring the integrity c/ said ^erver system against 
potential unauthorized access; 

a cryptographic device for encryptin^<^rfmni cation between said 
client system and gaid server syste 

a communication l^k with tl/e United StaJ^s Postal Service Central 
Meter Licensing System (USPS CMLS) fo^ licensing a user; 

a communication! link with/a fii?4rtaal management system for 
processing user payments. 

64. (ONCE AMENDED) The on-line postage system of claim 63 further 
comprising a system softy-are down-loadable from [a] amd server system to [ e - j 
said client system. 

' 65. IpN'CE .-^MENDED- The ors-.ir.i: poi^gii *y*: c :v. of cl.v.m 6? 
wherein said s erver system is accessible through win Intern*: porbl. 

66. (ONCE AMENDED) The otvline postage system of claim 63 
wherein said clienteystem interfaces with [one or more users | at least Ontt USfiT- 
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. 67. (ONCE AMENDED; The 
wherein said client system compr^ 
more] allgjsj^ne dien t system^ 




(Postage system of claim 63 
tration software to monitor fone or 



and said server system; and 



said client system 



retrieving said indicium from said server 



-69. (NEW) a method, 



system. 



comprising: 

options for 
system software while 
amount of said at least one 



said client system software, presenting /nj^mp* 
submitting at least one payment; / 

submitting said at least one payment tf> sai 
said continuous communication lin( persists; 

adding postage value correspond 
payment to a user account. - 



"70. (NEW) The method or claim 69 * irther comprising 
deducting said amoun/from said user account. - 



"71- (NEW) The me'thod of claim 70 wherein said deducing i s 
performed upon authorization from said 



user. - 
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—72. (NEW) The method of claim 6Sf wherein said payment comprises 
credit card data. - 

-73, (NEW) The method of clzirf 69 wherein said payment comprises 
electronic funds transfer data.- 



—74. (NEW) A computer program product comprising: 
a computer readable medium having computer readable program code 
embodied therein, said computer readable progrrijJi code configured to; 

establish a continuous communication Imk^between a client system and a 

<h 1/7 

< *s server system, wherein said client system coinpris^client system software 



\ 



configured to present one or more/options^fc^ubimmng at least one payment; 



y submit said at least one payment tcys^id^rver system software while 

said continuous communication link persis 



credit postage value c6TF55ponding to an amount of said at least one 
payment to a user account.— 



-75. (NEW) The computer program product of claim 74 further 
comprising computer readable program code configured to deduct said amount 
from said user account.— 



-76. (NEW) The computer prn§ram product of claim "4 wherein said 
deducting is performed bj^said corr purer readable program code upon 
authorization from said user.— 



-77. (NEW) The computer program product of claim 74 wherein said 
payment comprises credit card data.-- 
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-7B. (NEW) The computer prograi, product of claim 74 herein said 
payment comprises electronic funds transffr data.- 



79. (NEW) The computer progr/m product of claim 74 wherein said 
continuous communication link utilizes jUmet protocols to transfer data,. 



-80. (NEW) The computer pro Aam product of claim 74 wherein said 
client system software prohibits transmission if saic 
link fails authenticarion.- 



-81. (NEW) The computer program 
transmitted between said client systej/i softw, 
comprises encrypted information, 




uous communication 



aim 74 wherein data 
said server system software 



-82. (NEW) A method comprising: 

establishing a first continuous communication link between a client 
system comprising client system s/ftware and a server system; 



obtaining postage meter license data from 



a user at said client svstem 



while said first continuous communication link persists; and 

granting a postage meter tense upon approval of said data.- 



-83. (NEW) The metrJi of claim 82 wherein said granting occurs 
during a second communication link. - 



-84. (NEW) The method of claim 82 wherein said granting 
during said first continuous communication link- 



occurs 



81045.913 



16 



Received from < 3102860488 > at 2/8/02 3:36:48 PM [Eastemfetandard Time] 



02/08/2002 12:36 FAX 3102860 



HECKER LAW GROUP 



@022 



Serial No. 09/163,993 



-85- (NEVOTherne^odoUl^SlLere in said server system 
software manages said data associated with/aid postage meter license.- 

-86. (^Tnememodofda^ 
by said server system software.- 



A 



b 



-87. (NEW) A computer program p4du^W p rising: 
a computer readable mediumLii C JL£ readable program ^ 
embodied therein, said computer reLJe code COnfigured tQ . 

establish a first contmuousc^mx^Hon link between a client system 
comprising client system softwar^nd a server system; 

obtain postage meter license data from a user at said client system while 
said first continuous communication link persists; and 

grant a postage meter Uc/nse upon approval of said data.- 



--88. (NEW) The computer program product of claim 87 wherein said 
computer readable program/code configured to grant said postage meter license 
upon approval of said data ixecutes during a second communication link,- 



-89. (NEW) The Computer program product of claim 87 wherein said 
computer readable prog/am code configured to ^nt said postage meter tons, 



upon approval of said d^ta executes during Mid first continuous 
link,- 



communication 
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-90. (NEW) The computer program product of claim 87 wherein said 
server system comprises server system soitwaxk for managing said data 
associated with said postage meter license. 

-91. (NEW) The computer program product of claim 90 wherein said 
computer readable program code configured to grant said postage meter license 
upon approval of said data executes on said server system software. 

-92. (NEW) A system comprising 
a client system comprising client sfystem software- 
said client system software configured to establish a, 
communication link with a server system and obtain pi 
from a user at said client system while/said first conlinuous o 
persists; / / 

said server system configure^ to grant a popefe meter license upon 
approval of said data.» 

-93, (NEW) The system clfeim 92 wherein said server system configured 
to grant said postage meters licenie performs said grant during a second 
communication link.- 



us 

ge meter license data 
unication link 



--94. f\EW) The systen/ claim 92 wherein said servo: svstem 
configured to grant said posta* meters license performs said grant during said 
first continuous communication link,— 



-95. (NEW) The system 
manages said data associated 



of claim 92 wherein said server system software 
with said postage meter license - 
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' -96. (NEW) The system of claim 92 whiein said granting is performed 
by said server system software-- 



-97. (NEW) A method comprising: 

establishing a fiist continuous communication link between a client 
system comprising client system software and a senrej^ystem; 

obtaining a postage meter license commarx 
system while said continuous communication lifUc persists; 

executing said postage meter license cof 



4rom a user at said client 



v 



-98. ' (NEW) The method of claim 97 wkfereijriaid postage meter license 
command comprises an application Corf a pita£emeter license.- 

-99. (NEW) The method of claim 97 wherein said postage meter license 
command requests a license status associated with said postage meter lkense.- 

-100. (NEW) The method Jt claim 97 wherein said postage meter license 
command enables said user to upflate a postage meter license.- 



-101. (NEW) The methot of claim 97 wherein said server system 

Jre and said server system software performs 



comprises server system sotU 
said executing said postage miter license command 
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-102. (NEW) The method of claim 97 further comprising: 
transmitting said postage meter Command to said server system; 

-103. (NEW) The method of claim 102 wherein said server system 
comprises a central management licensing system.- 



-104. (NEW) The method of claim 103 further comprising: 
obtaining a result from said central management licensing system.- 



--105. (NEW) The method of claim 104^vhere^ri said result comprises 
approval of said postage meter license.-- 

-106. (NEW) The mejQhod of claim lb5 further apprising: 



communicating license information 
result comprises said approvaL- 



o a clier*fsystem software when said 



--107. (NEW) The method of claim 104 wherein said result comprises 
denial of said postage meter license. - 



-108. (NEW) A domputer program product comprising: 

a computer readable medium having computer readable program code 

embodied therein, said computer readable program code configured to: 

establish a firsttontinuou* communication link between a client system 

comprising client system software and a server system; 



obtain a posta 
while said continuoufc 



;e meter license command from a user at said client system 
communication link persists; 



execute said postage meter license command.- 



81045.913 

Received from < 31 02860488 > at M02 3:36:48 PM [Eastern 



20 



02/03/2002 12:37 FAX 3102860 



HECKER LAW GROUP 



12)026 



Serial No. 09/163,993 



postage meter license command comprise! 
license,- 



-109. (NEW) The computer program product of claim 108 wherein said 



an application for a postage meter 



-110. (NEW) The computer program product of claim 108 wherein said 
postage meter license command request/ a license status associated with said 
postage meter license.- 



—111. (NEW) The computer program produc/of claim 108 wherein said 
postage meter license command enables said user/to update a postage meter 
license.-- 



-112. (NEW) The computer program produpt^of claim 108 wherein said 
server system comprises server system sc/fhv^^and said server system 
software performs said executing said-postagymeter license command.-- 



--U3. (NEW) The computer program product of claim 108 further 
comprising computer readable program code configured to transmit said 
postage meter command to said server system. - 

-114. (NEW) The computer pregra:- pr.».i::ct of claim 1 \3> wherein :v,: 
server system comprises a cornel iranascimem iiansing syscem.-- 



-115. (NEW) The computer program product of claim 114 further 
comprising computer readable program code configured to obtain a result from 
said central management licensing system.- 
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-116. (NEW) The computer prograni product of claim 1 15 wherein said 
result comprises approval of said postage meter license,- 



-117. (NEW) The computer program product of claim 115 further 
comprising: 

communicating license information to said cU'en^ system software when 
said result comprises said approval.- 

-118, (NEW) The computer pn£grarr/ producke^sdaim 115 wherein said 
result comprises denial of said postage meter license. 



—119. (NEW) A system comprising-: 
a client system comprising client systerri software; 
y said client system software cDnfigi^ed to establish a continuous 

communication link with a server iystem; 

' said server system configured to accept a postage meter license command 
from a user at said client system while said continuous communication link 
persists and execute said postage meter license command .-- 

-120. (NEW) The system of claim 119 wherein said posta*o meter Hctmst* 
command comprises an application r'or a posta^ meter license. - 



121. (NEW) The sysrcm of claim 119 wherein said postage meter license 



command requests a license 



status associated with said postage meter license.- 
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-122. (NEW) The system of claim 119 yherein said postage meter license 
command enables said user to update a postage meter license - 



-123, (NEW) The system of claim 1 19 wherein said server system 
comprises server system software and said server system software performs 
said executing said postage meter license command.- 



cor 



-124. (NEW) The system of claiiA 1 19 furthe 
^ said client system transmitting s/ud postag/i^et^ command to said 

server system; 



-125. (NEW) The system of dlaim mfdiefein said server system 
comprises a central management lic/ensing ; system.- 

-126. (NEW) The system <6f claim 125 further comprising; 
said client system obtaining a result from said central management 
licensing system.- 



-127. (NEW) The system of chim 126 wherein said result comprises 
approval of said postage mejfer license.- 

-128. (NEW) The system of cbirn 126 rurlher comprising: 

said central maniWmcnt licensing system communicating license 

information to said client System software when said result comprises said 

approval.-- 
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-129. (NEW) The system of claim 126 wlierein said result comprises 
denial of said postage meter license.- 

-130. (NEW) A method comprising: 

establishing a first continuous communication link between a client 
system comprising client system software and a server system; 

said server system software, providing value bearing data to said at least 
one client system via said contauousconWunication link; 
/ 7 monitoring activity on said server system software via administration 

■ ^ system software.- 



f 



-131. (NEW) The method of clairA 130 w^ere/h said administration 
system software monitors a financial status ass^a^vaPsaid at least one client 




sys terns. - 

-132. (NEW) The method of c/aim43(j wr^rein said value bearing data 
comprises tickets.- 

-133. (NEW) The method o/ckiim 130 wherein said value bearing data 
comprises checks.-- 

-134. (.YEW) The method^ c'.:.im \?Q wherein sjsd ■. .ilu«? bearinj; data 
comprises coupons.-- 

-135. (NEW) The metho'd of claim 130 wherein said value bearing data 
comprises certificates.-- 



81045.913 I 24 

Received from < 3102860488 > at 218(02 3:36:48 PM [Eastern Standard Time] 



02/03/2002 12:38 FAX 31028604 



HECKER LAW GROUP 



© 030 



Serial No. 09/163,993 

—136. (NEW) The method of claim 130 wherein said administration 
software performs statistical analysis pertaining to transactions with said server 
system.- 



-137. (NEW) The method of claim 130/wherein said administration 
software obtains status information associated with postage meter licenses.— 

-138. (NEW) A computer program product comprising: 

a computer readable medium having computer readable program code 
embodied therein said computer readable/program cod^ configured to: 

establish a first continuous communication link/be£jateen a client system 
and a server system; 

provide value bearing data to saiii at Iea'sf lone cl^nt system via said 
continuous communication link; 

monitor activity on said server jfeystem^s^tware via an administration 
module.- 

-139. (NEW) The computer/program product of claim 13S wherein said 
administration module monitors a financial status associated with said at least 
one client systems.— 

-140. (NEW) The compter pr^Mrr. product of cLuir. v.-horein sr.id 
value bearing data comprises t/ck*:>.-- 



—141. (NEW) The computer program product of claim 138 wherein said 
value bearing data comprises checks. - 
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-142, (NEW) The computer program product of claim 138 wherein said 
value bearing data comprises coupons, - 

-143. (NEW) The computer program proauct of claim 138 wherein said 
value bearing data comprises certificates.- 

-144. (NEW) The computer program/product o^l^im-138 wherein said 
administration module performs statistical Analysis pertaining to transactions 
with said server system - 



-145. (NEW) The computer program produfct oj/claim 138 wherein said 
administration software obtains status /aforrr^tig^ssociated with postage 
meter licenses,-- 

-146. (NEW) A system comprising: 

a client system configured t© establish a first continuous communication 
link between said client system afld a server system; 

said server system configured to provide value bearing data to said clunt 
system via said continuous communication link; 

an administration mod/ile configured to monitor activity on said server 

svstem.— 



--147. (NEW) Thv» system or dakn 146 wherein s aid administration 
module monitors a t'inanqlial status associated with said at least one client 
svs terns.-- 
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-148. (NEW) The system of claim 146 ^herein said value bearing data 
comprises tkkets.- 

-149. (NEW) The system of claim 1^6 wherein said value bearing data 
comprises checks.— 




rein said value bearing data 



erein said value bearing data 



-150. (NEW) The system of cl 
comprises coupons.— 



-151. (NEW) The system of clj 
comprises certificates.- 



-152. (NEW) The system ot claim 146 wherein said administration 
module performs statistical analysis pertaining to transactions with said server 
system software. ~ 

-153. (NEW) The system of claim 146 wherein said administration 
module obtains status information associated with postage meter licenses. — 
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-154. (NEW) A method comprising: 
establishing a continuous communication link between a client system 
comprising client system software anil a server system comprising server 
system software; 

said server system software, obtaining a print request while said 
continuous communication link persists; 

providing postal indicia data to said cU6nt System software via said 
continuous communication link in response^ to s/id print request; 
communicating with at le^st one ppstaj4ej#ice System.- 



-155. (NEW) The method of clai 
further comprises obtaining mailing dati 




rein said communicating 



-156. (NEW) The mejjhod of claim 155 wherein said mailing data 
comprises purchasing information - 

-157. (NEW) The method of claim 1 55 wherein said mailing data 
/ 

comprises licensing infonjnation.-- 



-158. (NEW) The method of claim 155 wherein said server system 
software generates statistical reports comprising information about the use of 
said server svstem sofftvnre.-- 
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—159. (NEW) A compute]} program product comprising: 
a computer readable med urn having computer readable program code 



embodied therein said computer 



readable program code configured to: 



establish a continuous communication link between a client system 
comprising client system software and a server system comprising server 
system software; I 

obtain a print request while said continuous communication Jink persists; 



provide postal indicia data to said^clie^t system software via said 
continuous communication link? in responsp to^ 
communicate with at least one po^ 



f print request- 
service system.- 



-160. (NEW) The comp|Uterj?Mgram product of claim 159 wherein said 
communicating further comprises obtaining mailing data.-- 



-161, (NEW) The computer program product of claim 160 wherein said 
mailing data comprises purchasing information « 



--162. (NEW) The computer program product of claim 1*60 wherein said 
mailing data comprises licencing information.-- 



163. (NEW) The computer program product of claim 159 v.'horein said 
rates 5 rustic;*: report comprising inrerm.^ior. 
>*v$tcm .-oft*A\ir^ -- 



server system sottware geno 



about the use of said server 
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-164. (NEW) A system comprising; 
a server system computer coii/igured to establish a continuous 
communication link between said server system and a client system; 

said server system configiJd to obtain a print request from said client 
system while said continuous comtnunication link persists; 

said server configured to otovide postal indicia data to said client syste; 
software via said continuous communication liytfri response to said print 
request; 

said server configured tq'conununiciteArith^fTeast one postal service 
system.— 



m 




-165. (NEW) The system of claimb&r vherein said communicating 
further comprises obtaining mailing data » 



-166. (NEW) The system of claim 165 wherein said mailing data 
comprises purchasing information.-- 



-167. (NEW) The system of claim 165 wherein said mailing data 
comprises licensing information.- 



-168. (NEW) The system of claim 164 -.vherein said server system 
software generates statistical reports comprising information about the use of 
said server svstem softwire.- 
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-169. (NEW) A mlthod comprising: 

establishing a continuous ( ommunication link between a client 

a server system; 

obtaining mailing informaLn during said continuous communication 

link; 

comparing said mailing information to a set of addresses .- 



\ 



-170. (NEW) The method' of claim 169 wherein said obtaining said 
mailing information occurs at said client < ^ 



:$ys 



-171. .(NEW) The methoi of claim 1^ wherein said comparing step 
validates a postal code associated witWs 



-172. (NEW)Themethqflofcfc 
comprises a ZIP code.- 



saic 



;information.- 



171/Wherein said postal code 



--173. (NEW) The method of claim 171 wherein said postal code 
comprises a ZIP+4+2+1 code.- 



-174. (NEW) The metHod or claim 171 therein said postal code is 
corrected based on information in a postal code database.-- 



-175. I NEW) The met! 
determining during sji 



sad 



valid; 



returning a result to said client svstem.-- 



lod or claim 16v further comprising: 
comparing step if S iid moiling information is 
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-176. (NEW) The method of cjlaim 169 wherein said server system 
accesses said set of addresses on behiif of said client system.- 



-177. (NEW) A computer program product comprising: 

a computer readable mediunf having computer readable program code 

embodied therein, said computer readable program code configured to: 

establish a continuous commjinication link between a client system and a 

server system; 

obtain mailing information during said continuous communication link; 
compare said mailing information to a sef3f addresses.-- 



-178. (NEW) The compute 
computer readable program code 
executes at said client system.- 




program p; 
onfigured to 



'f claim 177 wherein said 
said mailing information 



-179. (NEW) The computer prograV product of claim 177 wherein said 



configured to compare said mailing 
es validates a postal code associated with Sc.id 



computer readable program code 
information to said set of addres; 
mailing information- 



--1S0. (NEW) The compter program product of cteim 179 wherein said 
postal code comprises a ZIP coi.e.- 



-181. (NEW) The comppte 
postal code comprises a ZlP+4 



r program product of claim 179 wherein said 
2-1 code 
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-182, (MEW) The computer program product of claim 179 wherein said 
postal code is corrected based on information in a postal code database.- 

-183. (NEW) The computer program product of claim 177 further 
comprising computer readable program code configured to: 

determine during said comparing step if said mailing information is valid; 
return a result to said client system - 



-184. (NEW) A method comprising: 

establishing a continuous /communication lin^between a client system and 
a server system; 

obtaining mailing information durihg s^j?dntin;/ous communication 

link; 

providing postal rate information! based^n said mailing information 
during said continuous communicatior 

providing postal indidia data to sa\ckclient system software via said 
continuous communication link, wherein said postal indicia data has a value 
corresponding to said postal rate information.- 



-185. (NEW) The method of claim 184 wherein said mailing information 
comprises address data.-j 

--1S6. (NEW) TWe method oi claim 1S4 wherein said mailing information 
comprises a service tyne.-- 



-187. (NEW) The method of claim 186 wherein said service type is 
selected by a user.- 
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-188. (NEW) The method of claim IBS wherein said client system 
calculates said postal rate information - / 

-189. (NEW) The method of claim/l84 wherein said postal rate 
information is based on said service type!" 

-190. (NEW) The method of clajm 184 wherein said client system 
software accesses a postal rate table to Calculate said p€^tal rate information.- 



-191- (NEW) A computer program pro^ct/comprising; 
a computer readable medium/having cpiimvfzfwad&ble program coda 
embodied therein, said computer readable progr^n code'configured to: 

establish a continuous comm/unicatiofi link hefween a client system and a 
server system; 

obtain mailing information during sad continuous communication link; 

provide postal rate information base 1 dn said mailing information during 
said continuous communication link; 

provide postal indicia dajja to said client system software via said 
continuous communication linW wherein said postal indicia data has a value 
corresponding to said postal rate intormation.-- 



--192. (N'EVV) The computer program produc 1 : or claim 191 wherein said 
mailing information comprises address data. — 

-193. (NEW) The computer program product of claim 191 wherein said 
mailing information comprises a service type.- 
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—194. (NEW) The computer program product of claim 191 wherein said 
service type is selected by a user.— 



-195. (NEW) The computer program pr^oujtt of claim 191 wherein said 
client system calculates said postal rate infoi 



-196. (NEW) The method oS claim 
information is based on said service type 





Lerein said postal rate 



-197. (NEW) The method 6f claim 191 wherein said client system 
software accesses a postal rate tabie to calculate said postal rate information. 



—198, (NEW) A system for secure processing of v^lue-bearing items 
Bis) in a computer network comprising: 

a plurality of user terminals coupled to a computer network; 
a database coupled to said network and/temote from said plurality of user 
terminals for storing information about on^or more users using said plurality of 
user terminals; and 

a server system coupled to saijzf nehvork comprising a cryptographic 
device for performing secure VB1 functions utilizing said information stored m 
said database.- 



-199, (NEW) The system of claim 1 L )S. further comprising a plurality ot 
postal security device ufata stored in said database for ensuring authenticity ot 
each of said one or more users, wherein each postal security device data is 
related to one of^aid users and said postal security device data related to said 
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V\ one of said users is loaded into said cryptographic device when said one of said 
\_J ' users requests to print a value-bearing 



item.— 




-200. (NEW) The system of dak \ 198, further comprising a plurality of 
postal security device data stored in said database for ensuring authority of each 
of said one or more users, whereir/each postal security device data is related to 
one of said users and said postal Security device/ata related to said one of said 
users is loaded into said cryptographic d£*#e when said one of said users 
requests to print a value-bearing item 

1. (NEW) The system of claim 198, wherein said database comprises 
a for creating indicium, account maintenance, and revenue protection. 



-202. (NEW) The system of cijaim 198, wherein said value-bearing item is 
a mail piece.- 



-203. (NEW) The system of 
generates a digital signature in response 
bearing item.— 



-204. (MEW) The system of 



laim 198, wherein said cryptographic device 
to a user request for printing a value- 



: claim 193. wherein said cryptographic devy.e 
encrypts the requested information in response to a user request for printing \ 
value-bearing item.— 



-205. (NEW) The system 
generates data sufficient to print 
service regulations on said mail 
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06. (NEW) The system of claim 198, wherein said value-bearing item is 



: m 198, wherein a bar code is printed on 



«207. (NEW) The system of cla 
said value-bearing item- 



-208. (NEW) The system of claj m 198, wherein said value bearing item is a 
coupon.— 

-209. (NEW) The system of cl^im 199, wherein said postal security device 
data comprises an ascending registeif value, a descending register value, a 
respective cryptographic device ID, and an indicium key certificate serial 
number.— 



-210. (NEW) The system of dlaim 199, wherein said postal security device 
data comprises a private key, a public key, and a public key certificate, wherein 
said private key is used to sign device status responses and said value-bearing 
item which, in conjunction with said public key certificate, demonstrates that said 
postal security device and said varue-bearing item are authontic.-- 



-211. (NEW) The svstem pf chum 210. wherein sud private key is used to 
sign device status responses.- 



-212. (NEW) The systerr 



device and said value-bearing i 



of claim 210, wherein said value-bearing item in 



conjunction with said public kef certificate, authenticates said postal security 



em.- 
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/ / 
/ / 




-213. (NEW) The system of claim 198, wherein said cryptographic device 
protectejdata using a stored secret- f / 

/ 

-214. (NEW) The system of claim 213, wherein said secrets a password - 

7 

-215. (NEW) The system of claim 213, wherein said secret is a public and 
private key pair - / 

-216. (NEW) A method for secure processing of value-bearing items 
(VBIs) in a computer network comprising a /plurality of user terminals 
comprising: 

storing information about one or more users using a plurality of user 
terminals in a database coupled to a network'and remote from said plurality of 
user terminals; and 

performing secure VBI functions/Citilizing said information stored in said 
database by a cryptographic device remote from said plurality of user terminals.- 



-217. (NEW) The metho/of claim 216 further comprising storing a 
plurality of postal security dev ice data in said database, wherein each of said 
security device data is reload to one of said us*m\s.~ 

-218. (NEW) Thfc method of claim 217 further comprising loading a 
postal security devic/data related to said cryptographic device when said OT^e of 
said users request/to print a value-bearing item - 



/ 
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-219. (NEW) The method of claim 216 further comprising^uthenticatmg 
the identity of each user.— 

/ 

-220. (NEW) The method of claim 219 further comprising verifying that 
the identified user is authorized to print a value-bearing item- 

/ 



-221. (NEW) The method of claim 216, the value .bearing item is a mail 
piece.- I 

\ / -222. (NEW) The method of claim 216, wherein said cryptographic device 

generates a digital signature in response to a user /equest for printing a value- 
bearing item- 

r -223. (NEW) The method of claim 216,/Wherein said cryptographic device 

\ Aicrypts the requested information in response to a user request for printing ,i 
N .fv value-bearing item. 

-224. (NEW) The method of clalA 221, ivherein said cryptographic device 
generates data sufficient to print a postal indicium in compliance with postal 
service regulations on said mail piece.- 

-225. (NEW) The moth/d o: claim 216, wherein said value-bearing item is 
a ticket.— 

-226. (NEW) Th/ method of claim 216, wherein a bar code is printed on 
said value-bearing ite 
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-227. (NEW) The method of 
coupon.— 



claim 216, further comprising printing a 



com 



-228. (NEW) A method for slcure processing of a value bearing item on a 

puter network having a plurality ° f ^ a P ,uralit y ° f com P uter 
terminals for connecting to said network and a plurality of cryptographic devices 
remote from said plurality of users a ad coupled to said network, each 
cryptographic device executing a plurality of postal security device transactions, 

the method comprising: 

requesting by a user authorization for printing a value-bearing item; 

assigning a postal security device data to the requesting user, wherein said 
postal security device data may be exLcuted on any of said plurality of 



cryptographic devices; 

authenticating the identity cl 
granting the requested print if 

and 

printing said value-bearing iterh. 



eld user; 

he identity of said user is authenticated; 



-229. (NEW) The method of c 



Jim 



228, further comprising storing data for 



creatine indicium, account maintenance, and revenue protection. 



-230. (NEW) The method of c 
a mail piece.- 



him 22S. wherein tht= value-bearing item is 



-231. (NEW) The method of cl 
generates a digital signature in response 
bearing item — 



mm 228, wherein said cryptographic device 
to a user request for printing a value- 
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»232. (NEW) The method of claim 228, wherein said cryptographic device 
encrypts the requested information in response to a user request for printing a 



value-bearing item.- 



-233. (NEW) The metho i 
generates data sufficient to print 
service regulations on said mail 



a ticket. 



of claim 230, wherein said cryptographic device 
a postal indicium in compliance with postal 
piece- 



-234. (NEW) The metho. I of claim 228, wherein said value-bearing item is 



-235. (NEW) The 
said value-bearing item- 



method of claim 228, wherein a bar code is printed on 




-236. (NEW) The metho i of claim 228, further comprising printing an 



image. 



method 



-237. (NEW) The 
data comprises an ascending 
respective cryptographic dev 
number. - 



conjunction with a public key 



of claim 22S, wherein said postal security device 
egister value, a descending register value, a 
ID. and an indicium key certificate serial 



-238. (NEW) The method of claim 228, further comprising using a private 
key to sign device status res >onses and said value-bearing item which, in 



certificate, demonstrates that said postal security 



device and said value-bearing item are authentic- 
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